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What’s this report about?
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• Describe challenge:

How do water-related challenges act as risk multipliers, compounding existing 

situations of fragility?

• Outline potential solutions: 

How can improving water management and addressing water-related challenges in a 

comprehensive and integrated manner contribute to building resilience beyond the 

water and agricultural sectors in the region?

• Raise awareness:

Bring attention to the need to bridge humanitarian and development efforts to build 

resilience against a range of future threats.



6

Water management in fragile systems

What can be 

done?

Water and 

fragility: 

compounding 

risks

Building resilience 

toward 

sustainable 

development



THE VICIOUS CYCLE OF WATER AND FRAGILITY

Water and fragility: compounding risks



THE VICIOUS CYCLE OF WATER AND FRAGILITY

Water and fragility: compounding risks

With lowest WASH and irrigation coverage means 

children’s life-chances are greatly disadvantaged and 

agricultural livelihoods compromised

Low capacity government 

by-passed by aid agencies 

wanting to improve services

Citizens see non-state 

actors, not government, 

delivering services

Non-state actors limited 

in willingness/ability to 

sustain services or 

regulate abstractions

Limited state 

oversight of sector 

leading to tragedy of 

commons

Interaction with 

other sectors not 

managed e.g. land 

and pasture and 

urban development

No transboundary 

water management 

agreements

Citizens blame 

government when 

things go wrong

Limited state 

capacity to keep 

systems functioning 

or expand services
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WATER SCARCITY AND MIGRATION

Failure to address water 
challenges driver of 
migration – for instance 
in Iraq
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WATER AND WAR

Damage to water and 
sanitation infrastructure 
in Syria
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TRANSBOUNDARY WATERS: RISKS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Essential to share transboundary 
waters cooperatively



• Institutional issues

• Poor relationships between service providers, public sector institutions and 

water users;

• Lack of accountability

• Exacerbates feelings of marginalization

• Challenges in revenue collection

• Impossible to collect revenues 

• Loss of human capital

• 30 % of human capital has been lost in Syria since 2010

THE VICIOUS CYCLE OF WATER AND FRAGILITY

Water and fragility: compounding risks
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What Can Be Done?

Flexibility and Innovation

Governments have Primary Role, but 

Development Partners can Support

Work Together with Humanitarian Actors

Find Synergies and Pragmatic Solutions

Trade-off Short-Term and Long-Term 

Priorities



Engaging in 

Protracted 

Crises: Past 

and Current 

Experiences 

Providing Emergency 

Response in Yemen

and Identifying Entry 

Points for Post-

conflict 

Interventions

Restoring Water 

Services in Post-

Conflict Bosnia 

and Herzegovina

Improving Rural Livelihoods and 

the Environment in refugee 

hosting communities Jordan

From Reconstruction to 

Commerce: Community 

Development Councils in 

Afghanistan
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Building Resilience: Water Mgmt to promote peace and 
stability
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Sustainable Water Management is necessary for the long term 

Adressing short term livelihood and food security needs is essential in the 

short term – working with humanitarian partners

Water Management is conducive to peace and stability – water and 

agriculture key to recovery and stabilzation



www.worldbank.org/water  |  www.blogs.worldbank.org/water   |        @WorldBankWater
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